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S
oongsil University celebrated its 100* anniversary on October 10,

1997. Since its foundation, when Soongsil began to offer collegiate

degrees in Korea, it has provided many Koreans a modern education

under the founding philosophy of the pursuit of truth and service.

The origin of Soongsil University was “Soongsil Hakdang,” which was
established by Dr. W. M. Baird in Pyongyang on October 10, 1897. Dr.

Baird, a Hanover College graduate from the class of 1883, was a mission-

ary dispatched by the Northern Presbyterian Church of America. He
gathered some young people in his guest room and taught them a junior

high school curriculum.

The Hanover/Soongsil connection was further strengthened by Soongsil’s

third president, Dr. Samuel Moffett, a Hanover graduate from the class of

1884.

The school was founded at the end of the Yi Dynasty, when the nation

was still dominated by old-fashioned ideas and closed minds. Soongsil,

against this social climate, started to teach western ideas and knowledge,

helping lead the nation toward the path of modernization. Besides aca-

demic teaching, the school was engaged in cultural and Christian missions

- spreading the Gospel, teaching music, sports and other cultural activi-

ties.

Since Korea was liberated from Japan in 1945, after a long period in

which Soongsil led the national movement for independence against the

colonial government, Soongsil has been dedicated to the timely and urgent

task of fostering talented young people who are fortified with Christian

principles. The whole Soongsil family - its board members, alumni, staff,

faculty and students - are united in their effort to achieve Soongsil’s goal.

Today’s Soongsil University is the product of a long tradition of hardships

overcome and challenges won by many people dedicated to carrying out

the university’s mission. “Soongsil” means “worship of truth and integ-

rity.” Worhsip of truth indicates the pursuit of knowledge in academia;

integrity indicates the pursuit of character with high moral standards.

Thus, the educational goal of Soongsil is to nurture young people with

both good academic knowledge and character, and this corresponds to

Soongsil’s motto: “truth and service.”

Throughout its history, Soongsil has upheld three principles: the principle

of democracy, the principle of national self-determination and the prin-

ciple of innovation. Some have stated that Soongsil has been slower in its

development than other universities in Korea. Instead of focusing on

appearance and superficial changes, Soongsil has steadfastly emphasized

upholding that which is right, just and fair and never compromising these

principles.



Program of the Day

Welcome Kris Kindelsperger, Vice President for Development

Greetings

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Dedication Comments

Prayer of Dedication

Unveiling of Monument

Responding Comments
for External Relations, Soongsil University

Closing Prayer

Moderator of the Presbytery

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)



HANOVER COLLEGE


